One of God's Unpopular Prohibitions
 

God has told us not to do certain things. Our response to His prohibitions is part of the total demonstration of our attitude toward Him and our faith in Him.

God has said, "DO NOT LIE!" There may be circumstances where I may be convinced (based on my evaluation of things) that the only thing to do is lie. Everybody around me may see nothing wrong with an occasional lie. Some today have said it is all right to lie about certain things, like sex. From a carnal standpoint, I may be able to give reasons that sound good; why it would be fine to go ahead and lie. But I ultimately and personally deal with God, and He has said not to lie. Faith restrains my behavior through His prohibitions, regardless of my evaluation of circumstances.

God's Word is filled with prohibitions; things we are forbidden to do. These prohibitions may be moral in nature; they may have to do with attitude or relationships; some have to do with the local church or the assembly. Whatever the context; whatever behavior is forbidden - divine prohibitions test our faith. And it should be obvious to every fair-minded person, when God says not to do something, my duty is to refrain from anything He has prohibited. I know it is in my best spiritual and practical interests to respect God's prohibitions.

In the instructions Paul gave when he wrote to Timothy, there are prohibitions; things we are told NOT TO DO. There are some things we must not allow, because God's Word says "NO ... don't do this; don't let this happen!" These prohibitions were not given to punish us, but to help us and better us. And even when we may not understand the purpose behind some of God's prohibitions, faith demands our restraint because He said not to do it. As we respect these prohibitions - we please the God who gave them, and we put ourselves in the best position to carry out His holy will.

Here is one of God's prohibitions: Here is 1 Tim. 2:11,12 (KJV): "Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence." In the NAS: "Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet." In the NIV: "A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent." In one of the latest modern versions, it remains substantially the same.] NRSV: "Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she is to keep silent."

I suppose it occurs to you that there are a number of people in our society who do not care for what this passage teaches. And there are many who acknowledge the value of respecting God's prohibitions generally, but not this one!

In reaction to this passage you will hear folks suggests that Paul was really a victim of male prejudice; he was a partisan who entertained an subordinate opinion of women and this statement only reflects the distorted view of one narrow-minded man. Christians cannot jump onto that bandwagon, because before we come to this text, we've already decided something: We have decided to follow God's commandments, including the prohibitions given through those men who were apostles according to His will.

Look back at the first verse of First Timothy where it says that Paul was "an apostle of Jesus Christ according to the commandment of God..." We believe in the inspiration of the Scriptures. Our conviction is, Paul was inspired by the Holy Spirit, and he wrote this not from his own distorted values, BUT BY INSPIRATION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT. He wrote, he gave instructions and revealed prohibitions as an apostle of Jesus Christ. And so the typical worldly reaction to this teaching has no influence with God's people, because we regard Paul as an certified apostle of Christ, writing by inspiration. Isn't this right?

So here it is; we have to face God, right here in His Word and deal with this prohibition: "A woman should learn in quietness and full submission. I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she must be silent."

What Does This Mean?

IT DOES NOT MEAN that women are not as good as men; that they are insignificant. 
THIS DOES NOT MEAN that women cannot learn, or cannot teach -- it says they must learn in quietness, with full submission; and, they are not to teach with authority over a man. 
THIS DOES NOT MEAN women cannot ask a question... 
THIS DOES NOT MEAN women cannot correct a man in error, if she does it in a proper manner... 
THIS DOES NOT MEAN a woman cannot participate in a class discussion led by a man. 

This is about the role of women in subjection to men and this statement prohibits her from teaching with authority over man. This is a prohibition, with as much validity and force now as when it was first written. In the King James, in the NAS, the NIV or in any English translation - - the prohibitive nature of the statement cannot be avoided: "I suffer not..." "I do not allow ... a woman to teach over a man..." "I do not permit... ."

And the religious feminists expected the NRSV to accommodate their view, but guess what it says: "Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man; she is to keep silent."

In view of this, what do you think Timothy's reaction would have been?

Knowing what you do of this young evangelist; aware of his unfeigned faith... What do you think Timothy's reaction would have been -- if one day, a sister came to him and said: "Bro. Timothy, you are not the only one around here who knows the Scriptures; I'M GOING TO PREACH TODAY! It is time for the women to assert their rights -- in fact, it is past time... so I will address the assembly today"? What do you suppose Timothy would have said? "Let a woman learn in silence with full submission. I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man..."

Anytime there is controversy or questions or intruding trouble regarding gender issues, the first thing we have to do is to deal with this text seriously! We cannot be tossed to and fro by the fads and opinions of society or the popular movements promoted by the media. We cannot take a reactionary stance, imitating the Pharisees. We cannot pervert Scripture to degrade women. None of this is proper. Our obligation is to deal seriously and objectively with the text -- remembering that GOD HAS PROHIBITED SOMETHING.

"I permit no woman to teach or to have authority over a man..." Women are not to teach with authority over a man. The text is prohibitive! Either we will follow this prohibition, or ignore it.

Part 1:
(1 Tim. 2:11-12, 1 Cor. 14:34-35)

1 Timothy 2:11-12

Let a woman learn in silence with all submission. And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be in silence.

What is this passage of scripture saying? We must remember that it is just as sinful to bind more than what God has revealed in the inspired word, as it is to tolerate less than what is commanded.

Does this statement forbid a woman from all teaching? 

Does this context forbid women to ask or answer questions in a public adult Bible class?

We must be careful to not be more lenient that God intended nor should we be too strict. 
One error is as wrong as the other. Some have taken extreme positions concerning this verse, which do not harmonize with other verses in the New Testament.

What is meant by: "Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection"?

This reveals a difference in roles of men and women. 
There is an equality in the inheritance of men and women but we do not have the same role. 

Even the men in the church do not have equal roles. 
All are commanded to submit to the rule of the elders, if the local church has them. 

KJV: "Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection."

NASV: "Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness."

"Silence" or "quietly" is from "Hesuchia" [hay-soo-khee’-ah] (hJsuciva)

"To rest, to cease from labor. To lead a quiet life, said of those who are not running hither and thither, but stay at home and mind their business." 

Thayer’s English Greek Lexicon of the New Testament

Hesuchia is also used in 2 Thess. 3:12 

2 Thessalonians 3:12

Now those who are such we command and exhort through our Lord Jesus Christ that they work in quietness and eat their own bread.

Paul says while you’re at work, you remember that you’re not the boss, you are the employee. That puts you in a submissive role. You may be a equal human being with equal rights, but at work, you don’t possess an equal role along with the boss.

Does that mean that while at work you cannot say anything? That you can’t make a sound? 
No one teaches this! It just means that we are to remember that we are to work "with quietness". We aren’t to act as one in authority when we are not! 

Women must accept their role in the body of Christ as those who learn "in silence (quietness) with all subjection." 

1 Corinthians 11:3

But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of woman is man, and the head of Christ is God.

Just as God the Father is the head of Christ in the scheme of redemption, man is the head of women. Even though Christ is equal to the Father and possesses the fullness of the Godhead, (not some kind of lesser god) He still humbled himself under the authority of the Father, and is not cheated or less holy for doing so!

Likewise the women, though they are equal members and joint heirs of the blessings in Christ, are instructed to humble themselves according to God’s will under the authority of the men. 

Genesis 5:1-2

In the day that God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female, and blessed them and called them Mankind in the day they were created.

The woman’s authority to teach has only one exclusion: they are forbidden to teach "over the man", but they are still are to teach!

At What Age Does A Boy Become A Man?

The Bible doesn’t reveal that to us, but at age 12, Jesus is called a "child" by the Holy Spirit.

Luke 2:42-43

And when He was twelve years old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the custom of the feast. When they had finished the days, as they returned, the Boy [child- KJV] Jesus lingered behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did not know it.

Just because one is baptized does not make one a man or woman. 
To say that a woman cannot teach a boy is to bind where God has not bound.

A Woman Is Not To "Teach" A Man

"Teach" is from "Didasko"

didavskw: "To hold discourse with others in order to instruct them, deliver didactic discourses."

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament

Didactic: "To teach, used or intended for teaching or instruction."

Webster’s Dictionary

Discourse: "A long and formal treatment of a subject in speech or writing, lecture, treatise, dissertation."

Webster’s Dictionary

Matthew 4:23

And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and all kinds of disease among the people.

Jesus had didactic discourses with them in order to instruct them.

"to govern one, exercise dominion over one: I Tim. 2:12"

Thayer’s Greek English Lexicon of the New Testament

"authenteo, to exercise authority on one’s own account, to domineer over."

Vine, W. E., Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words

"have authority, domineer over someone"

Bauer, Gingrich, and Danker, A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature

"Authenteo: to act of oneself; thus, to dominate, exercise authority over, I Tim. 2:12"

The New Englishman’s Lexicon

"to have full power over."

Liddell, and Scott, Abridged Greek-English Lexicon

"to control in a domineering manner - ‘to control, to domineer.’ ’I do not allow women to dominate men’ 1 Tm 2.12"

Louw, and Nida, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament based on Semantic Domains

When a woman submissively asks or answers questions, or makes comments in a Bible study (where men are present) she is not dominating or taking over the class, but is simply a participant in the class that is being led by a teacher. 

This is why a woman can "teach and admonish" men in her singing. When doing this she is not leading or domineering over men, although she is participating in the teaching process. 

If and when she attempts to take over or to lead the class, and becomes domineering in any of our worship activities, then we would have a problem!

This is what the women in Corinth appear to have begun to do in the assembly in 1 Cor. 14:34-35; some became a domineering factor in the church. But the women weren’t the only ones out of order; several of the men were guilty of disorderliness as well.

1 Corinthians 14:27-30

If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.

"Keep Silent" is from "Sigao" [see-gah’-o]

Corinthians 14:28

But if there is no interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God.

1 Corinthians 14:30

But if anything is revealed to another who sits by, let the first keep silent.

1 Corinthians 14:34

Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says.

These instructions were given to accomplish the goal given in verse 33 and 34

1 Corinthians 14:33

For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.

1 Corinthians 14:40

Let all things be done decently and in order.

The context indicates that both men and women were out of order in the church.

Does This Passage Forbid All Speaking By Women? 

1 Corinthians 14:34-35

Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.

"Speak" is from "Laleo" [lal-eh’-o]

1. If a woman is literally forbidden to speak at all, how can she sing?

Ephesians 5:19

Speaking [laleo] to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord.

2. How could she confess Christ before the assembly prior to her baptism?

Romans 10:9-10

If you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

3. How could a woman confess her public sins?

1 John 1:9 

If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

4. How could a woman tell her children to be quiet?

5. How could she say "amen" at the close of a prayer?

1 Corinthians 14:15-16

What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding. Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies the place of the uninformed say "Amen" at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand what you say?

The spiritually ungifted brethren present said "Amen" at the giving of thanks in the assembly (1 Cor. 14:16). The women are to "subject themselves as the Law also says". This indicates that we can look at the practice under the Law and learn something about the acceptable practice of women in the public assembly. If women could say "Amen" in the assembly under the Law, there is no reason to forbid it today. 

Nehemiah 8:2-6

So Ezra the priest brought the Law before the assembly of men and women and all who could hear with understanding on the first day of the seventh month. Then he read from it in the open square that was in front of the Water Gate from morning until midday, before the men and women and those who could understand; and the ears of all the people were attentive to the Book of the Law. So Ezra the scribe stood on a platform of wood which they had made for the purpose… And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people, for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. And Ezra blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands. And they bowed their heads and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground.

"They are to be submissive, as the law also says" (1 Corinthians 14:34)

Paul is referring to a problem in Corinth. He is not speaking to all women in 1 Cor. 14:35.

1 Corinthians 14:35

And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.

Why Paul wasn’t addressing all the women in general: 

Not all of the Corinthian women had husbands (1 Cor. 7). 

Some of the women who had husbands weren’t married to Christians (1 Cor. 7). 

The questions of even those women who were married to Christians probably couldn’t have been answered by some of their husbands, since many were still carnal (I Cor. chapters 1 & 3). 

We know that even knowledgeable husbands don’t know the answers to a lot of things. 

Logically, the only individuals who would be able to answer all questions about what had been said would be those who had spoken. 

For these reasons, we can rationally conclude that in this passage of scripture, Paul was telling the wives of the public speakers to wait and ask their husbands their questions at home. 
They were to learn in an orderly fashion by waiting to ask their husbands at home.

Still, the instructions are based on the fact that,
"it is shameful for women to speak in church"!

May a woman then, play a part in the activities of the church? Absolutely! If she is a faithful Christian, she is as much as a part of the church as the men are. The exception to that rule is that she is not to play a leading, domineering role men are authorized to perform.

Again, to bind more than that is to miss the mark, and to allow or tolerate less than that is to sin as well!

There Is A Restriction On Women That is Not Placed On Men

1 Corinthians 14:34-35

Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. And if they want to learn something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church.

Men were told to not be speaking two or more at the same time. 

Women were told to not be speaking at all. 

The context involves speaking in the assembly.

 

 

1 Timothy 2:8-15

There is a difference in roles of men and women. Always has been and always will be. 

There is an equality in our relationship to God.

Galatians 3:28-29

There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female; for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

1 Peter 3:7 

Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered. 

Yet there is a difference in roles God ordained for men and women. 

